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The WAY to Bring 


THE 


World to Rights, &c. 


| Swarm of Pamphlets is as mucli 
A a Sign of a Crifis in the State, 

as a Flight of Swallows over a 
Graſs-plat, of a Shower. And what's 
the Buſineſs of them both, but to catch 
Flies? Uneaſineſs is as often the Mother 
as the Child of Curioſity: When our 
Circumſtances (it ill upon us, we fly to 
Novelties in queſt of a Remedy, or an 
Amuſement. And When this is once 
known to be the Patient's Caſe, a thou- 
ſand officious Empiricks are ready to 
make Money of him ; and he's peſter'd. 
with more Preſcriptions than a Man in 
an Ague. There's a Set of People, one 
may call them the Mater men, or, if you 
& #- will, 


will, the Kjdnappers, of the Preſs, that 
make a Livelihood of Watching the 
Motions and Poſtures of the Publick, 
and catch them as faſt as they come, to 


Clap them aboard. Of theſe ſome are 


Journeymen to great Patrons, tho? they 
would be thought to have none; and 
others ſet themſelves at work, but would 
have it believ'd they're Employ'd. Now 
theſe Pen-Militia, as they draw out in- 
to Parties, explain the State and Habit 


of a Body Politick, and the Strength of 


Contending Humours and Qualities in 
it : They divide into ſo many Criteria, 
and almoſt every new Pamphlet raifes 
two new Denominations, between thoſe 
that like it, and thoſe that don't; and 
as faſt as theſe Diſtinctions incorporate 
into Claſſes, they draw off their reſpe- 


tive Numbers, till at laſt the whole 


Community comes to look as if *twere 
Canton'd out; and if any indifferent 
Men ſtay behind, and are left, in the 
Centre, they are, or are thought to be, 
as much a Party as any of them, un- 
der that very Notion, and in ſpight of 
De is gut tre loy's Law ſet a Brand of 
Numine puniuntur. Infamy on thoſe _ 
| WI 


their Teeth. As * So. 


(SY 
did not declare for one Side or t'other, 
in all Tumults and Civil Commotions 
whatſoever. 

But becauſe an InveRtive againſt Pam- 
phlets, in a Diſcourſe that does not ex- 
ceed the Length of one, may ſeem to 
proceed more from Envy, or Selt-Inte- 
reſt, than a real Diſlike of them; I mult 
call upon the Reader to reflect imparti- 
tially and ſincerely upon the Style and 
Manner in which the Modern ones are 
generally writ, and the Ends and Pur» 
poſes they are deſign'd to ſerve. Poli- 
ticks and Party are the fundamental In- 
gredients of them; and how oppoſite 
ſoever in ſome of their Qualites, they are 
all cover'd with a Golden Shell of Pre- 
tended Zeal and Concern for Publick 
Good, and wrapt up in a Vehicle of 
counterfeit Moderation ; a Cheat now 
Common to all the Rivals in this Craft. 
You have ſpecious Titles and Prefaces 
in the Front; to which, perhaps, the 
Books themſelves are a flat Contradicti- 
on. There are ſome general Recome 
mendatory Topicks they all aſſume a- 
like, as Thoſe of Publick Good, Liber- 
ty and Property, &c. and fome ſpecial 
Heads upon which they ſtand divided 


A 3 and 
—— 


C6). 


and oppoſite to one another. They are 
many of them Perſpectives of Crafty 
and Intrigueing Men, to repreſent 


N things to the People in the View that 
4 4 | 

1 beſt ſerves their own Deſigns ; and the 
1 Moral Maxims in them are ſhap'd and 


attir'd according to the Politick Schemes 
and Proſpects the ſeveral Authors or 


Patrons carry in their Heads. They 3 
* 8 are Good forſooth! according as they 5 
C are Accommodated, and not Apply'd | 
x according as they are Good. In ſhort ; 1 
if there were. fewer Words, and more 
Subſtance and Sincerity in moſt of 'em, 9 


*would be much more for the Writer's 
Reputation, and the Reader's Benefit. 
Such Papers,at beſt,are bur Plaiſters upon 2 
a Wound that wants deep Searching; 
and thoſe that are concern'd in them, | 
take little or no Care of Foundations, - 

how large ſoeyer they deſign their Su-: 
perſtructure. | 
It may be therefore no unſeaſonable 
Piece of Service to admoniſh our Pam- 
phleteers of the Perniciouſneſs and De- 
ſectiveneſs of their Meaſures, and to 
lay down thoſe Rules and Obſcrvations, 
by which they mult govern themſelves, 
if they will write to any other hy 4 
| ; | than 


649 
chan that of ſerving their own and à 
Party's Ends. And firſt let me deſire 
them, and their Readers, not to run in- 
to Moderation, while they avoid Parti- 
ality. The firſt thing we are to take 
care of, is, to find out the right Cauſe ; 
and when we have got it, the next is, 
boldly to own it, and vigorouſly to de- 
fend it. The Rules of Circumſpection, 
and the Common Maxims of Prudence, 
apply'd here, are only Suggeſtions of 
Cowardice, and Excuſes for Deſertion. 
And further; Our AQivity and Con- 
cern for a good Cauſe muſt not be limi- 
ted to Speculation and Argument. Our 
Paſſions, no doubt, were given us to be 
exercis'd in Vindication of Truth, as 
well as our Reaſon. And tho? we may 
miſtake, or exceed in the Manner of ex- 
erting them upon theſe Occaſions, yet 
we cannot, properly, in the Degree, 
Thus we cannot be too heartily angry, 
and highly incensꝰd at Prevarication and 
Diſhoneſty; altho? we may expreſs that 
Anger in a very improper Manner, as 
in outragious Acts or Language, &c. 
Such Misbehaviour may be calPd the 
Scum of the Paſſions, which however 
foul and peccant, it does not follow that 
3 A 4 they 


2 
they boil too faſt underneath. But a- 
Jaſs! we live in Times when Men, 
prompt'd by their Miſtakes about Safe- 
ty and Intereſt, have form'd Parties in 
Themſelves, and learnt to arm their 
own Paſſions (which tho? contrary, af- 
fect Harmony) againſt one another. 
Thus Fear ſets up Moderation in Oppo- 
ſition to a juſt and generousReſentment, 
and the Warmth of a Chriſtian Bravery; 
and Self-Love extinguiſhes almoſt all 
Zeal-tor Publick Good, under the No- 
tion of Prudence. There are Multitudes 
in the World that think they have done 
a great Thing, if they have Spoke, nay 
if they have Thought, for a Cauſe, 
which they want the Courage to Act or 
Suffer for. And what is this now, in- 
ſtead of Moderating or Bridling a Paſſi- 
on, but to let one Paſhon eat up ano- 
ther? He that ſhelters himſelf under the 
Pretext of Prudence, and I know not 
what, for doing but Half his Duty, might, 
with a much better Grace, make the 
ſame Plea for doing none of it, becauſe 
he only does enough to ſhew he's con- 
vin”d he ought to do more: Eipecially 


if he makes much Noiſe and Boaſt of his 


not being quite ſo Wicked as ſome other 
E- Men, 


? 


(9) 


Men. And that is often the Misfortune 
of that ſort of Men. The leſs they have 
in them of Ingenuity and Vertue, the 
prouder they are of that little they have, 
and the more induſtrious to ſet it off to 
Advantage. Theſe are the Men that, 
like Dice, fall plum, whichever way 
you throw them, and ſhew Sice atop, 
with ſcarce Ams ace of Honeſty at bot- 
tom. They will by no means allow 
Moderation ſhould be extended to an 
Species or Degree of * beyond 
their own ; but think it always due to 
their Lengths, which often, under the 
Apology of Prudence, Neceſſity of Af- 
fairs, &c. exceed the Flagitiouſneſs of 
other Mens Principles and Practices, to 
whom they deny the Favour of it. But 
the Man of true Honour and Conſci- 
ence is a Stranger to the modiſh Art 
of Picking and Chuſing Duty. He takes 
his Directions right ; and when he has 
done fo, he neither ſtops by the way, 
nor omits any part of the Errand he 
is ſent upon by Providence. As ſoon 
as he ſees his Duty, he does All of it, 
and purſues it eagerly and paſſionately, 
And it we all did fo, inftcad of putting 
falſe Colours upon things, and ſtraining 
| Points 


(61009 
Points of Duty under popular . Preten» 
ces: This would go a great way tor 
wards Bringing the World to Rights. 
The Conſequence of too much Cau- 
tion and Fear is Self-Izconſiſtency ; which 
is a moſt, wretched Reproach upon e- 
very Man the Imputation reaches to ; 
but eſpecially upon Writers, and moſt 
of all upon Preachers. And when it be- 


comes Epidemick, *tis hard to ſay whe. 


ther it expoſes a Nation more to the An- 
per of God, or the Contempt of Men. 
Indeed the ſingular Diſreputation of it 


is a Judgment that, by the Courſe of 


things, goes along with it. Providence 
has made Diſappointment Natural to it, 
An inordinate Love of the World, and 


the Hope of keeping clear of Affliction, 


or Inconvenienee, ſeduce Men into In- 
conſiſtencies; and thoſe very Inconſiſt- 
encies {hut them out from the Advan- 


tages they expected to obtain by them, 


and plung'd them in the Evils they ho- 

ed to eſcape. This Event is moſt viſi- 

le in National Inſtances. When a 
People conſpire to practiſe prepoſterouſly 
in Points of Duty, they become a Laugh- 
ing- Stock to their Friends, and, ſooner 
or later, a Prey to their Enemies. Ta 
1 


7 7 


is 
i i 
= 
12 
4 
LE 4 
os 
15 
2 
* 
1 
. 
* 
5 
* 
. 


* 


ſpeak plainer; They throw a ſtrong 
Temptation in every Body's way to uſe 
them as Knaves and Fools. The Re- 
ſult of their ill Practices often renders 
them dependent upon thoſe that hate 
and deſpiſe them, and will help and 
flavour them till they have ſqueez'd as 
much Profit out of them as they can, 
and no longer. Tergiverſation weak- 
Zens Publick Credit extreamly, It makes 
"Neighbours Unwilling to Truſt, Haſty 
in their Demands, and Unreaſonable in 


= 
q 
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their Exactions; and the more Neceſ- 


4 
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the more Inſulting and Impoſing. The 
ſame Levity and Repugnancy of Beha- 
Fiour is a great Encouragement and 
Advantage to Enemies. If the Terms 

they inſiſt upon as the Ground of the 
Quarrel are unjuſt, much more if they 
Are juſt, the leſs Steady and Uniform 
they find thoſe they have to deal with, 
the more Reaſon they have to hope 
they ſhall gain their Point. Thus it 
fares with a Community, when they 


act without Principle, and dance, like 


Ja floating Iſland, upon the Waves of 
Inconſiſtency and Caprice; when the 
® Beaſts of the People are in a Humour to 

= | be 


(mn) Bie 
be Whipt and Spurr'd!, rather than@n- 
Walk'd, and come up with Pleaſure, Ihe 
under ſome Riders, to the very Stone he 
they ſtarted at under others. As deſ c 
picable and odious a Figure, tho' leſ Fat 
expos'd to View, Inconſiſtency makes "wi 
in private Men. How many monſtrous 
Compariſons and Similes does it bring 
upon them! Janus Heads, Protean 


Shapes, Camelian Colours, Centaurs, 
Harpies, and what not? All the Gro. 
teſque of Mythology is thought too little 
for them. And tho? poſſibly they may 
be ſo guarded and favour'd A Circum. 
ſtances for a time, as to eſcape publick 
Outrage, or Legal Puniſhment; yet, 
like Curtezans of Quality, their Infamy * 
is all the while as notorious, as if they 
were talk*d of in plain and proper Lan- 
guage. Their own Behaviour ſpeaks M$ 
as loud as the Mouths of a Multitude. 
They are as Loathſome and Scandalous * 
with Gold Chains about their Necks, # 
as if they carry'd the Mark of Iron in $ 
their Cheeks. And 'tis odds too, but 
in a little time they loſe their Paſs and 
Protection; and then the Contempt 
and Ignominy burſt out the more vio- 
lently from Confinement, and Puniſh: 3 
ment 


Hl. 2; e 
nent falls upon them with Intereſt up- 
an pn Intereſt. - Indeed if we look into ei- 
e, her the Turpitude of the Practice, or 
ne he Conſequences of it, we ſhall not 
ef.&vonder it ſhould be no Favourite. What 
ef han be a greater Proſtitution of the Dig» 
es ity of Human Nature, than to act as 
us. Contradiction were our Being; as if 
ng he Analogy of Truth conſiſted in irre- 
an foncileable Principles, and Reaſon had 
„ natural Averſion to it ſelf ? What a 
ro. WHobgoblin, for inſtance, is Piety and 
tle MWhiſm, Devotion and Rebellion, Cha- 
ay ty to the Poor, and Injuſtice to Prin- 
m. es, Loud Zeal for a Church, and Ob- 
ck inate Violations of its Doctrins and 
et, Canons? Publick-Spiritedneſs, and Op- 
ny freſſion? Paying of Debts, and Plead- 
ey Weg for Robery? Praying for Ene- 
Nies, and Curſing Superiours? Preach- 
g Repentance, and Inculcating Villa- 
ye Fortifying the Creed, and Blow- 
Ing up the Decalogue ? And yet how 
cs, Many Men have I known very eaſy and 
in Fompos'd, or at leaſt ſeemingy ſo, un- 
ut Aer ſuch fatal Abſurdities and Conflicts 
of Practice as theſe? They Look and 
Talk as chearfully, as if nothing ail'd 
them. I have been almoſt tempted to 
think 


eee 
think they have 
of Co 


tance and Sacredneſs of ſome Principles 
and the Laudibleneſs of their own Pra- 
ctice directly contrary. What an ama- 
zing Turn, either in the Brain, or in 
the Heart, muſt there be, when a Man 
ſpeaks loudeft for thoſe Duties againſt 
which he offends moſt ; and condemns 8 
other People for making Exceptions 
from an Univerſal Rule, when at the 
ſame time his own Practice forces him 
to make more, and thoſe leſs plauſible ? ® 
And how very unintelligible is the Diſ- 3 
pute, when the Matter of the Quarrel 
is Four or Five of God's Command- $ 
ments, which both Sides reſolve to live 
in a perpetual Violation of? Two Strum- 
pets Scratching each other in Honour of 
Chaſtity,are not ſo unaccountable asight. ; 
Let us therefore turn our Eyes away 
from it, and relieve them with a Glance = 
or two upon the contrary Character. 
An exadt Harmony and Symmetry in 


good 


(15) 


good Principles and Practices, - how near 


Srl 
lt does it approach to the impeccable State 


of the Bleſſed Angels? The Conſiſtent 


me! 

— Man is an Ornament to the Creation; 
nd He ſparkles, like a Diamond well po- 

m kſh'd and ſet, in the Eyes of his Owner. 


or. He's a Pleaſure to God, and a Pattern to 
les Men. His Rules and Actions are ma- 
thematically Square and Coherent. He 

Wands to View like a regular, ſtately 
difice; praiſes his Architect by being 


nis Unvary'd in all Seaſons and Cli- 
,Fates. .,Not Twenty or Forty Years 
Produce any Change in him. He's ne- 
of Fer Quoted againſt himſelf; or if he has 
ht; made a, wrong Step, he confeſſes and 


ay | bewails it. He's the fame Man in the 
ice Parlour, as in the Pulpit. He never 
er, urges he Littleneſs of his Character, to 
in excuſe or palliate the Greatneſs of his 
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Sin; nor pretends to clear himſelf from 
his Share in Publick Iniquity by the Ar- 
gument of his Individuality. He's not 
a Proteſtant in Profeſſion, and a Papiſt in | 
Practice. He does not determine Good 
and Evil by the Poll, nor interpret the 
Commandments by Algebra. Not Vox ® 
Populi, but Vox Dei, is his Rule; and 
he keeps the right Road, tho? he tra- 
vels it alone. He's not a random Re- 
tainer to Succeſs, nor turns Tryals of 
Providence into Diſpenſations for Wick- 
edneſs. He never makes the Operation 
of God's Arm a Direction of Practice a- 
gainſt the Writing of his Finger. His 
Standard of Duty is the declar'd Will, 
and not the ſecret Counſels, of his Ma- 
ker. The Proſperity of ill Men and 
Things are an Exerciſe for his Faith, 
not a Repeal of his Bible; a new Teſt 
to him, but not a new Revelation. He 
takes his Meaſures fromthe Goſpel, and 
not from Gazettes; and as he 1s not a« 
fraid of any evil Tidings, ſo he neither 
deſpairs of good Events, nor depends 
upon them. In a word; He grapples 
with Truth as ſtrongly as the Athenian 
with the Per ſian Ship; when he 85 loſt kk 
his Graſp with his Hands, he hok * 5 

897 
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his Teeth. He ſurrenders neither to Im- 
portunities nor Terrors, but is Stedfaſt, 
Du moveable, always Abounding in the Work 
| = of the Lord. Such are the juſt and regu- 
lar Features of a Conſiſtent Univocal 
Man. How bright then do theſe Graces 
l and Perfections ſhine out in the Acts 
2 


4 
* 


x 2 
) ; | 
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n fick, recommend Alliance, and, which 
is more than all the reſt, avert the Judg- 

ments, and procure the Bleſſings of 
Heaven? The ready Way for one Na- 
Frion to Command another, is to be a 
1d good Example to it. The Sword of the 
4 pirit, the Shield of Faith, and the Breaſt- 
Plate of Righteouſneſs, are better than 
Armies, Fleets and Counterſcarps. Un- 
nd uſtifiable Policies and Purſuits may take 


7 


1 


their Courſe, and ſlide on ſmoothly for 


er a Time; but then there is an After— 
ds Reckoning, and the longer deferr'd, the 


i 
8 


les heavier it falls; the more the Sin has 
4 flouriſh'd, the ſeverer muſt be the Pu- 
loſt I niſhment to balance tlie Account. If 
th Itheſe Things were duly conſider'd, and 
his rightly apply'd, and tranſcrib'd into 
IJ B Practice j 


nation taught to keep its due Diſtance. 


Comforts, and the very Neceſſaries of 


Cones 
Practice; That agen would go a great 
way towards Bringing the World to 


os Late LIU an, 

There is another Thing that would 
not a little conduce to the ſame good 
End; and that is a greater Indifference 
to Preferments and Honours than we 
generally find in the World. An eager 2 
Deſire of theſe is a Dropſy that ſtrange- 
ly vitiates the Palate of Reaſon, and di- 


lutes the Vigour of the Mind. Avarice 7 
and Ambition make Duty Diſagreeable 
and Difficult. He that ſerves God or 
Man for the making of his Fortune, on- 
ly Farms his Obedience, and will call in 
his Principle at any time, for fear of lo- 
ſing his Intereſt. That ſame Hankering 
after Pomp and Opulency is, at. belt, a 


dangerous Diſpoſition. There ſhould 7 
not be ſo good an Underſtanding be- 
tween Reaſon and Appetite. The Judg- 
ment ought to be more Shy, and Incli- '# 


1 
Tis nobiy faid of Seneca, Calcatis VUrtili- 
tatibus ad Virtutem eundum eſt. The 7 


Life, if they ſtop up the Way to the 
great Ends of it, muſt be thrown down, 
and run over. I Indigence will not e- 

| cuſe 


F 
Eliſe Diſtruſt and Solicitude; How great 
à Sin muſt it be to under-rate a Com- 
petency, and diſreliſh every thing ſhort 
of Superfluity and Exceſs? And how 
much greater to break throꝰ any Duty 
to come at them? When Men aregrown - 
up to ſuch a Camel-ſize in their Love 
4 of the World, they are only fit to car- 
ry their own Burthens; and have a great 
# dal to get rid of, before they can be 
Little enough to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. I do not deny, but a 
XX Comfortable Subſiſtence, and a Plenti- 
ful one too, is a very Deſirable Thing, 
and a Man's Honeſt Endeavours to get 
it are not only Innocent, but much to 
be Commended. But to let Affluence 
pr Greatneſs ſwim upon the Top of our 
*Toncerns ; to make the Methods of Ri- 
6: ng; the Revenues of Places, and the 
XFaluation of Livings, too much the 
Subject of Thought and Diſcourſe; to 
- de Craving after Increaſe, and always 
Trailing the Game, argues Littleneſs of 
Mind, and Want of Religion, and fre- 
s 0! quentiy betrays a Man into baſe and 
the ſinful Compliances. It diſpoſes Himſelf 
wn, Fo be made a Tool, and other People 
en. o make him ſo. It renders him Irreſo- 
cuſe 4 B 2 lute, 


has told us, Tis a Species of Idalatry, 
and the Root of all Evil. You'll ſay ff 
That's ſpoken of the moft Sordid and 


between Heaven and Earth. To keep 
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jute, Mercenary, and Sly. An Apoſtle 


Ravenous Exceſſes of Avarice. But I 3 
conceive Worldly-=Mindedneſs has a large 
Share in it. A little of that Leaven 7 
leavens the whole Lump: It damps our |} 
Piety, and chills our Devotion, and 
draws us by degrees into a, Neutrality 


clear of theſe and other ill Conſequen- 
ces, what have we to do but to ſollicit 
importunately the Succours of Grace, 
and to obſerve the firſt Symptoms of In-„H 
diſpoſition ? ?Tis more eaſily Prevented 


than Cur'd. But eſpecially the Clergy 


ought to guard againſt a Lucrative Tem- 
per. A Black Gown ſpotted with Greeſe 


and Dirt, is an Odious Sight. The Dig- - # 
nity of the Function is concern'd here, 


as well as the Man. The Generals and 
Officers of the Church -Militant are to 
endure hardneſs. as good Soldiers; and no 
Man that wars, ſays St. Paul to Timothy, 
entangles himſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life. Twould tarniſh a Captain's Cha- 
racter extreamly, to be always asking 
for, and talking of his Pay. True Mi- 
| litary 3 


be. - 
4 
2 


(21) 

litary Glory has much nobler Views, 
The Ecclefiaſtick Hero has nothing ſo 
much at Heart, as the Goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, and the Honour of his Maſter. 
His Study is how to ſerve, and ſignalize 
his Loyalty to his Prince, Fight his 
Battles, Aſſert his Rights, Vanquiſh 
his Enemies, and Enlarge his Domini- 
ons. Tis time enough, he thinks, for 
receiving his Reward when'the War's 
cover. In a word; The Embaſſadors of 
= Heaven ſhould abridge themſelves in 
all Appetites and Defires that lead to 
Covetouſneſs or Corruption: Their Com- 
miſſion, and not their Equipage, ſhould 
be their chief Care; and if they fall in- 
to Violent Hands, they muſt not part 


BY with one PunGilio of the Ceremonial 
m- to fave all their Furniture. No: They 
ele Z muſt draw off from the Embarraſsments 
15* IF of Lite, over-look the World, and make 
TC, an Indifference to the Satisfactions of 
ind Senſe their Buſineſs. They muſt not 
to ſhrink at any Proſpect or Approach of 
| 20 Difficulty and Diſtreſs; but ſtand Re- 
thy, collected, and Prepar'd to ſuffer the Loſs 
this = of all Things, ſo that they may gain C hriſt. 
ha- And when they have made the Experi- 


ment, clung faſt to Duty, let go Sub- 
Mi- 3 B 3 ; ſiſtence, 


(22) 
ſiſtence, and launch'd into the Arms of 
Providence, they ſoon find how ground- 
leſs their Fears and Apprehenſions wer 
and are Eaſier and Happier with a — 
Conſcience in a deſtitute Condition, than 
with a bad one in the midſt of Pomp 
and Plenty. (Hec, dum r W. gra- 
via ſunt, Dumque ignores ; ubi cog noris, 
facilia.) They feel themſelves as twere 
Tranſlated, like the departed Souls of 
d Men, into a Scene and State of 
Joy. they had no Conception of, while 
they were in the Body). With Perſecuti- 
ons, they receive an Hunared Fold, in this 
Life, God, who loves to be Truſted, 

lets them be no Loſers here. He eith 
reyents their Wants, or reconciles 'em 
to them: But then, oyer and above, 
With what Streams of Pleaſure, known 
only to his Faithful Martyrs and Con- 
teſſors, does he refreſh and chear their 
Hearts? And how much greater, even 
on this ſide Heaven, are his Rewards 
than our Loſſes? As a tender Father re- 
turns what a Child obediently reſigns ta 
him, with large Additions, And if we 
would all be to ſenſible of theſe things, 
A NN thoſe Whom they moſt con- 
gern; if we did not let our Fancies run 
| riot 


(23) 


riot ſo much upon the World, nor en- 
courage a Green-Sickneſs in the Mind; 
if Preferment waited upon Principle, and 
not Principle upon Preferment; if ex- 
tream Poverty and Diſgrace were al- 
ways the Legal Puniſhment, as they are 
> almoſt the Natural Conſequences of Se- 
dition and Rebellion; and Offenders a- 
gainſt the State were to be ſtrip'd of 
their Cloaths, and dreſs'd up in Rags, 
as Mezeray tells us they us'd to be among 
the Old French; if Things were thus far 
* reform'd; This would be a fair Step too, 
towards Bringing the World to Rights. 
= There is another diſmal Miſtake, or 
rather Perverſeneſs, that does a great 
deal of Miſchief, and that is Diſtinguiſh- 
ing where there is no Difference, and 
Confounding where there ought to be 
Diſtinction. We have touch'd upon 
this already; but it deſerves to be a 
Head by itſelf. Ihave been in the Com- 
'X pany of {ſix People, where the ſame 
Thing has been Itſelf, . and not Itſelf, 
XZ under ſix different Notions and Appel- 
lations. There are ſeveral Words of 
this kind that are thus put to the Tor- 
ture, and ſhift their Habits oftner than 
A Stage-Player ; as Church, Jas Divinum, 
70: B 4 Loyalty, 
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5 434. 3 RRC 
Feu, Honour, Worthy' Man, Good 
Preacher, Charity, Patriot, & c. All 
theſe have their Meanings; and very 
good ones; But there goes about a great 
deal of baſe Coin with theſe Inſeriptions. 
For inſtance; We hear of Churches now 
a-days without Biſhops, without Prieſts, 
nay, without People; for; according to 
ſome Mens Divinity, every Man is a 
Church to Himſelf; Then, how- many 
_ Sorts of Jus Diviaum, Loyalty and Ho- 
nour have we? Worthy Man and Patriot, 
in ſome different Mouths, are as con- 
trary as Black and White. A Good 
Preacher is very often he that draggs the 
Text to the Cauſe, and makes his Au- 
dience believe he comes into the Field 
at the Head of a Party of Apoſtles, tho 
Judas's Vote be the only one he can 
make. The Badneſs of his Matter is fo 
agreable, that it turns his Blunders into 
Beauties, and his Roughneſs into Ele- 
=o; The Taſte of the Hearer, or the 
atron, is the Teſt of the Doctrine, and 
the Sermon's Good in the Morning, Bad 
in the Afternoon ; Orthodox at this end 
of the Town, and Hereſy at t'other. 
Thus the Ideas of Good and Evil are 
confounded ; the Colours traverſe ene 
=: another; 
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another: Impoſture uſurps the Title 
and Throne of Religion and Truth : E- 
very Head of a Party is as abſolute oyer 
Conſcience, as an infallible Guide; and 


the ignorant People (who, tho? they 
can find themſelves no where, are to be 


found very numerous every where) are 
wworded out of their Senſes, and per- 
ectly Low-bell'd into Perdition. The 
Uſe of Judgment is laid aſide, the Rays 
of Reaſon and Revelation intercepted, 
PDialects go down for Demonſtration, 
and a Shibboleth is ſtronger than a thou- 
and Syllogiſms. And tho? perhaps this 
Abuſe and, if I may call it fo, Tranſ- 
migration of Terms looks odd at firſt, 
Eſpecially if the Change be quick and 
*Fudden; tho? for ſome time it runs rough 
pon the Organs; and juſtles the Un- 
Jerſtanding, yet Cuſtom and Faſhion 
Preeſe the Wheels, make Abſurdity fa- 
Mtltar and popular, and wear off the 
Prejudice of 


Hleplorable State of Things it is, when 
they are come to this Paſs, when Lan- 
guage mult be unlearn'd before Repen- 
Fance can begin, and when the Male- 
=_ - factor 
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they did, is a very great Hindrance to 


what private Men are very little, if at 


hg 


(26) ; 
factor reads wrong at the Bar. Upon 
the whole then, tis high time for ſome 
People to grow more intelligible, and ro 
leave off Bantring themſelves and others: 
Tis high time to paint as near as we can 
to the Life, and prefer Likeneſs to Flat, 
tery. Things are ſtubborn, and wil! 
not change their Natures for us; and 
the Fallacy ſome Men dote upon, as if 
the World's coming to Rights. 
The next Diſtemper I ſhall mention, 
in this dangerous Complication, is that 
common Miſtake, or rather Subterfuge, 
of placing the Sum, or at leaſt the Main 
of Religion, in Duties of a private Na- 4 
ture, and looking upon publick ones as 


all, concern'd, with. And ſuch a gene- 
ral Recourſe there, is to this Imaginary, ® 
Exemption, that one would think none 
below Arch-Biſhops, and Prime Mini- 
ſters were under any Obligation to pro- 


mote the Welfare, or ſtudy the Safety of 
Church and State, that Subjection were 
inconſiſtent with Inferiority-of Station, 
and the more Authority other People 
had over us, the leſs Reaſon we had to 


obey them. What elſe is the Pain Rag: 3 
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n. Jutifulneſs dreſs themſelves in the Co- 
„ 


Purs of Prudence, Humility, and a 
Faccable Temper. Thus we prate a- 
Fay the Force of the moſt ſacred San- 
ions, make our ſelves little enough to 
vim thro? the Net, and purſue ſuch a 
train of Abjection, as if we thought 
ur ſelves even Unworthy to do our Du- 
. We compliment the Government, 
the Peaſant did the King, when he 
ad him open the Gate, refuſe to Obey; 
r fear of Affronting, and run to fetch 
Gentleman, as a fitter Perſon for ſo 
Sigh an Office, Now what is this but 
 Faying Debts with Cringes, and doin 
Violence with Flattery ? *Tis a Hat of 
pi in one Hand, anda Piſtol in the other, 


To ftrike our ſelves out of the Cenſus, 
A 9 ; ecauſe we ſtand loweſt in It, 18 Aa Crime; 


. 


(8) 
and not an Excuſe. - That Centinel that 
quits his Poſt becauſe he's a Common 
Soldier, will hardly. be commended''by 
his Officer for his Modeſty. And after 3 
all, how often do theſe Pretences and 
Affectations of Unconcernedneſs: wi 
the World fall under Diſcovery? Hou 3 


5 


glad are ſome Men of the Benefit of an 24 | 


Intereſt and Power at one time, which 
they declin'd the Danger or Troubk 6 
of ſerving at another? Then, what was 
only Politicks and State-Aflairs blo, ' 


commences a Concern of Religion, and 
Matter of Conſcience, and the Relati- 4 


on of Government begins to be under. 4 
ſtood as ſoon as the Interpoſition of Au- 
thority is wanted. We leave off talk. 
ing of our Remoteneſs from Sovereign 0 
ty, when we have occaſion to arch 

and the Titles of Princes are worth 
G when our own are con- 
cern'd. But this way of being range 1 
is generally Ineffectual, as: tis always 
VUnceatitable. How ſhould it be othen! 
wiſe, when * Care of ourſelves which 
drew us into a Neglect and Contempt 
of Publick Duties, Some the Foun- 
dation of our Regard to them? When, 
in Reality, there is no . 
| me 


hat | 5 ( 39 ) —.. 

non med, but only accidental Circumſtan- 
by ces and Occaſions vary*d. Abſtract the 
ſter A Ends of Convenience, and the Publick 
and is no Gainer. In a word; Such a Change 
of Accent and Profeſſion has nothing in 
low it of that ingenuous Frame and Temper 


4 
4 
an 


+ 
4 


pf Mind, which is peculiar to publick 
nch Duties. Theſe are as Unmercenary as 
wle Liberality and Charity. They are of a 
was Stoical Complexion, and will not bear 
| Blending with Avarice or Sollicitude. 
He that's rightly appriz'd of the Nature 
pf his Political Obligations, muſt ſee 
r. they are of the firſt Rank among the 
Conditions of his Happineſs here and 
iereafter, and that 'tis as hard for a 
Rebel to be ſav'd, as an Idolater. He 
2$ill not hope to mount to Heaven up- 
In the Wings of Charity, Temperance, 
on · 4 Ind the reſt of the private Virtues, with 
ght n Clog of Treaſon at his Heels; nor 


: 24 


expect Admiſſion into the Society of 
hers the Celeſtial Citizens, or the Court of 
the King of Kings, without approving 
3 himſelf a ſignificant Member firſt of a 
x worſe Community, and a Loyal Sub- 
n. jett to an inferior Sovereign. The Ends 

of Government do not terminate in this 
Lite, tho? the Enemies of it take it for 


4 


14 
1 we: 


Trouble to little N even their in- 
i 


lectually at the Review of their paſt 


e A 
a Poſtulate, that they do. No; Covern. 
ment is deſign'd to prove us, as well as 
. us; and to make us fit for 

eaven, as well as eaſy upon Earth. 
Monſtrat amor verus patria. For in 
Heaven there is no ſuch thing as ſhift. 
ing Objects of Obedience, or Inſenfibi- 
it 
Th 


„in the Point of Common Good. 

ey are all publick Spirits there. Their 
whole Employment, and Ambition, is 
doing Homage to their Prince, and con- 
tributing all they can to one another's 
Happineſs. There's no Anxiety or Com- 
petition among them about ingroſſing 
Power, raiſing Eſtates, and inlarging 
Intereſts. They remember how muc 


nocent Purſuits of this kind coſt them 
in another State, and they ſmile intel- 


Weakneſs, They pity the childiſh Me- 
thods of the lower World; the Care 
and Contention of their Succeſſors a- 
bout Money and Greatneſs; their Fears 
of inconvenience, and their Fondneſs of 
Eaſe; their Reliſh of Advantage, and 
their Shyneſs of Danger; their Activity * 
for their Families, and Coldneſs to their. 
Country ; ina word, their — 1 

r 


(31) 
for a Part, and a Neglect of the Whole, 
For theſe are Mixtures very unſuitable 
to the Simplicity of the State of Thi 
above, and ſometimes ſuch as abſolutely 
*Zunqualify the Mind for it. Were we 
Ito appear in the Preſence of Chriſt, and 
i» he Aſſembly of Saints, with theſe ſor· 
aid Deſires hanging about our Souls, 
eir they would be aſham'd of us, and we of 
is our ſelves. We ſhould be apt to miſtake 
"Zand faulter in our part of the Offices, to 
mix Preambles of Grants and Patents 
-2Bvith our Hallelujahs, and direct our In- 
a Fuition more to the Riches of God's 
Throne, than the Purity and Immenſi- 
ch ty of his Attributes. On the contrary ; 
n- A punQual and ſteady Adherence to 
m ppublick Duties, enlarges and elevates the 
el. Faculties, and diſciplines our Paſſions 
{ and Deſires. It ſets a Man out of the 
e- Reach of vulgar Temptations, and 
re brings him to compute right upon the 
good Things of this World, which is 
gone of the greateſt Happineſſes in it. 
And the more obſcure his Condition, 
the brighter, in this Caſe, ſhines out 


the Example; as in the Inſtances of 
Quintius Cincinnatus, and the elder Cato, 
Deſerving well of Prince and ** 15 
Eſta- 
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d 
Eſtabliſſing an eternal Reputation; 
which tho? Faction and Rebellion may 


eclips by Intervals, yet it quickly gets 


rid of the Shade, and is the more Wel- 
come and Glorious for coming out of a 
Gloom. And whatever Dangers and 
Difficulties it may ſometimes expoſe us 


to, we are amply rewarded in the Con- 


gratulations of a good Conſcience, the 
Love and Applauſe of good Men, the 
Significancy of the Example, the Hopes 
of a better Face of Affairs in this Life, 
and the Certainty of it in the next. And 
how wretchedlyContemptible muſt that 


Man be, both to himſelf and others, that 


denies himſelf all this Happineſs and 
Glory, rather than he'll loſe a Place or a 


Cuſtomer? That forfeits the Eſteem of 


his Country-men, and even the ProteQi- 
on-of his Governours, to mend his For- 
tunes, and ſells his Birth-right for a Meſs 
of Pottage ? That reckons upon Com- 
pounding with Heaven, for Acting a- 
gainſt the greater Ends of his Being, by 
Anſwering, after a ſort, ſome of the let- 


ſer, and computes upon it as the Merit 
of a Patriot not to be the very worſt of 
Subjects? If Cleomenes, after having ſo 
bravely reſiſted the Temptation of A- 


andrius's 


WED; 


T Kerdrins's Plate, thought it neceſſary he 
iy nd his Goods ſhould be ſent away to- 


Wether, leaſt any of the Spartans, or even 
Wimſelf, ſhould be debauch'd by them; 
What dangerous and deteſtable Mem- 
4 ders of a Community muſt they be, that 


1 * 
1 


alue themſelves as Men of Manage- 


ery, lay-our for Bargains of it ? Such 
Features as theſe are very frightful ones; 


at Ind yer they belong to a great Part ot 
at Mankind. And this fatal Partiality, 
nd Baſeneſs of Temper, and Splitting of 


Duty, are enough of themſelves to fru- 
rate all good Deſigns and Endeavours 


di- r Bringing the World to Rights. 

or- At the fame time, it mult be con- 
eſs ssd, the Blame of this Evil lies, in a 
m. Preat meaſure, at the door of ſome 


Men, who inſtruct the People only in 
Henerals, and delude them into a thou- 
fand Errors and Enormities, by con- 
Fealing ſome neceſſary Truths from 
them. Men of Senſe and Education 
= ay teach themſelves Diſorder and 
Piſobedience, and how to make their 
C Own 


own Terttis: with God and: 


them than Con 


T1 
dom, ſeem to be uneaſy in ſuch a Reſi- ? 


1 . 


CF). 


« 


E. 1 
the Ignorant and Volgar Parr, that is, 
the Groſs of Mankind, are under Tu. 
tion, and take whatever Stamp their 


ciples are ſeldom form'd in their own 
Brains, but the Preacher's Mouth. Af 43 
ſertion generally 0 much further with 

equence z and a Bare 
Propoſition from one Man conveys that 
Conviction to them, which Demonſtra - 
tion irſelf cannot from another. Jou 
are infallible to them, when once you 
are their Favourite; and by Bribing I 
their Inclinations, vou make your felt 
Maſter of their Underſtandings. 7 
judge of Things by Men, and of Men 
dy Intereſt or Fancy. Then too, their 
Memories are as Retentive, as their 
Judgments are profound. Exhortation 
ſtrikes them but a little deeper than 


their Ears; or rather, as Nerxes ſaid in 


another Caſe, Their Ears ure the Seat a, 


their Souls. Precepts do not lie upon 
their Apprehenſion like the Colours of 


a Picture, but only dance upon it like 
thoſe of a Priſm. The Principles of 
Knowledge, and the Maxims of Wiſ. 


2 
2 


x 
7 
8 


dence, 1 


(35) 

tence, and are glad to make root for 
any other Ideas that happen to come 
there; Such Capacities are very ſuſ- 
ceptive of Contradictions. They H ad- 
mit them, in Terminis, at proper Di- 
ſtances of Time; and a Hundred at an 
Inſtant, diſguiz d à little. This, not 
to flatter my Fellow Mortals, is the 
Caſe of at leaſt Two Thirds of them: 
Now how very prejudicial muſt it be 
to Mankind, when theſe Imperfections 
are abus'd by thoſe that ſhould give 2 
right Turn to them? When the Paſſi- 

ons of the Multitude are directed againſt 
the Peace of the Community, and thofe 
Engins that ſhould be play*d upon the 
Fire, are thrown into it? And the Ef- 
fects are feldom better, and ſometimes 
worſe, when a Fit takes them of itſel!; 
and they that ſhould hold their Hands, 
encourage the Frenzy, or at leaſt let 
them alone in it. The World, at this 
time, is not without a great many In- 
ſtances of this Miſmanagement. The 
Method is either to chuſe ſuch Matter 
of Admonition as concerns Men only 
in their private Capacities and Stations; 
or it Duties of a publick Nature mult 
be touch'd upon, to harangue only in Ge- 
C 2 nerals, 


1 
nerals, and ſcatter ſuperficial Notions 
among the Audience of what they are” 
to do without putting them in a way to 
do it. Which frequently does more 
Miſchief, than if they expreſſy recom- 
mended the Sin they Preach againſt. 
For the People would fee thro' the 
Groſsneſs of that, or at leaſt might be 
eaſily made ſenſible of it: Whereas 
when they are only let intoa general 
Repreſentation of a Duty, and preſs'd 
to the Practice of it from Topicks of its 
Importance, they may miſtake their 
Way when. they come to a 'Turning, 
and rid ground as chearfully in a wrong 
Road, as they propos'd to do it in a 
right. As thus; He that hears the Na- 
ture of a Church and Church-Commu- 
nion deſcrib'd, that the Church is the 
Body of Chriſt, that *tis the Congrega- 
tion of the Faithful, Cc. concerves a 
Veneration of the Subject, ſees the Dan- 
ger of neglecting the Application, and 
conſequently addreſſes himſelf to Pra- 
tice; which are all very Natural, and 
very good Fruits of the Preacher's Do- 
Arine. But then, for want of a more 
accurate and diſtinct Intormation, and 
by miſtaking of Features, he throws 

himſelf 


(37) 

himſelf into an Impoſture's Arms, in- 
ſtead of his Mother's; and the deeper 
the Importance; of his Duty to the 
Church ſunk into- his Underſtanding, 
the more inflexibly he adheres to a Fa- 
ction he ſuppoſes to be Her. Twere 
eaſy to mention other Points of Doctrin, 
where the People are either quite at a 
loſs, or ſet wrong, by general Draughts 
and Characters 4 — and 
looſely laid together. Now what is this 
but ſending a Man to look for a Coun- 
try-Town 1n a little Map of the World ? 
To excite a Fervour and Anxiety in the 
Spirits without giving it a right Directi- 
on and Tendency, is the ready way, 
firſt to involve Men in Errors, and then 
to fix them in Obſtinacy. So that Thoſe 
who have the Forming of the People's 
Minds, and the Steering of their Pra- 
Etice, are Inexcuſable, if, upon any 
Views of Advantage, or Apprehenſions 
of Danger whatſoever, they wave Par- 
ticularity and Plainneſs, and avoid Ne- 
gative Definitions, and Genuin Expli- 
cations; which are generally moſt ne- 
ceſlary to the Learners, when they are 
leaſt profitable and ſafe for the Teachers. 
To multiply Diſcourſes againſt Intem- 
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perance, Envy, Va ty, and the like, 
when Ambition, Difloyalty, Avarice, 
Schiſm and Prophaneneſs are Touring 
and Rampant, is drawing the main Bo- 
dy from'the Poſt of Diſtreſs, to make 
head againſt an inconſiderable Party not 
in the Field. Let the Gentlemen con- 
cern'd in the Application conſider what 
a miſerable Degeneracy here is from the 
Firmneſs and Brayery of an Ambroſe, or 
a Chryſoſtom ; what an Extinction of all 
Flat, Life and Spirit in the Diſcourſes of 
he latter, when under imminent Dan- 
gers, and the moſt deplorable Diſtreſſes? 
Particularly let them remember how his 
Eloquence riſes above his Misfortunes in 
that Homily, when he was preparing 
for Baniſhment:- “ The Waves, ſays 
© he, beat high; but I ſtand upon a 
* Rock, and am under no Apprehenſi- 
* qn of Periſhing. Let the Sea roar on; 
** myRockis Impregnable: And tho' the 
“ Syrges rowl never ſo high, they can- 
ff not ſwallow up the Ship of Chriſt. 
„What, do they think to ſcare that, 
% Man with Death, to whom to Live is 
„ Chyijt, and to Die is Gain? Or with 
“„ Bamiſhment, that knows the Earth is 
** the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof? 
| 1 « Or 
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| *© Or with Confiſcations, that knows 
too, that as he brought nothing into 
the World, ſo he can't carry any thi 

* out. of it? This World has nothing 

ce terrible as to poſſeſs me with Fear, nor 
« ſo. tempting-as to move me beyond a 
by ante e ble is nothing ſtronger 
« than the Church of Chrif, The 
« Strength of him that attacks it ſhall 
c be ntterly defeated and broken. Tis 
* as if a Man ſhould fer about laying 
“ Siege to Heaven itſelf. When two 
« Princes, bring their Armies into the 
Field againft onz another, 'tis uncer- 
? e tain which of them ſhall return Victo- 
8 & rious. But the Church is not to be 
made a Conqueſt of. She is the Church 
of that God, who is ſtronger than 
all. his is a noble Pattern of 
Courage for Church-Men in bad Times, 
who ought to bear it always in Mind, 
that God requires his Laws ſhould be all 
Taugt, as well as all Obey'd ; eſpecially 
thoſe wherein the Publick is intereſted. 
For all other Duties, as our Homiles 
27 well obſerve, ſtand and fall with thoſe 
to Governours; not only the outward 
Practice, but the inward Principle. And 
therefore the more Perplexity and Con- 
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fuſion in the State, the great r Perſpi. 

cuity and Conſiſtency there ought to 
in the Sermons. Then is the, Time to 
weigh the Cauſe, and face the Danger; 
to falten their proper Characters and 
Names upon Men and Things; to Cy 
aloud, and not Spare; to Rebule and Ar-| : 
raign the very Authors pod ole eng £ 
of the Violence; to ſhew its Original, its 
Deformity and Aggravations; and toi 
threaten and inflict the Cenſures of the 
Church, both upon the Principles andi 
Acceſſaries. But as long as a "contrary 
Conduct fo much prevails, -as long as 
Men are lulPd in a Lethargy, inſtead of 
being ſhook and pinch'd out of it, and 
flatter'd in the Wickedneſs they ſhould i 
be frighted from; What Hope of Bring- 
ing the World to Right??? 8 
Having mentian'd the Cenſures of the 
Church, I crave leave to obſerve how 
fatal Intermiſſions of Eccleſiaſtical Dif- 4 
cipline muſt be to the Welfare, as well 
"Temporal as Spiritual, of Mankind: The 
Avenues to a Bleſſed Eternity he thro' 
the Church: Theſe have their Doors and 
Locks; and God has committed the 
Keys of them to the Cuſtody of the Bi- 
ſhops ; in Oppolition to whom there's 
i no 
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10 e en by Force 
no Taking t e 7ngaom of Heaven by Force. 
| He that expects to come there, muſt be 
to glad to accept of Submiſſion and Obe- 


T; tence to his Spiritual Governours as the 
nd ordinary Means, and as a ſpecial Con- 
ur) dition. But of this a Word or two is e- 
Ar- nough, after ſo much as has lately been 
nts offer'd upon this Head againſt that con- 
„Its temptible Rhapody that carries the Ti- 
to tle of The Rights of the Church. To come 
the then to the Serviceableneſs of Church 
ind Diſcipline to the State: As the Fear of 
aryl the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom, 
as {© 'tis the Foundation of Publick Safety 
1 ol and Tranquillity, Human Force and 
and Policy, unafifted by the -Auxiliaries- of 
ld Religion, are far from Invincible. Plen- 
ng: ty, Power, and a Magnificent Figure, 
badly come amiſs to any Body; and if 
the the Difficulty of the Acquiſition be the 
10w only Diſcouragement, as it muſt be ex- 
Dif . cluſiyely of the Curb of Conſcience, there 
well are few Men but have Pride enough to 
The believe themſelves equal to the Enter- 
hro' prize, and as good an Opinion and Hopes 
and of their own Brains, as other People 
the have of theirs. When the Prize is a ve» 
Bi- ry Rich one, *tis no wonder if a great 
ere's many put in for it. And what would 


hecome 


(4) 


a 


himſelf ſo, were is 
it? Now v here 


Scramble and Uproar, a5 a ſerious Per- 


cleſiaſtical Sentences, and an .U 1 
ableneſs of incurring them when deſer- 
ved? This ſtrikes down the Swords of 
Rioters like a 'Thunder-bolt, difarms 
Ambition, and eſtabliſhes Peace and 


5 


Order by Principle, Indeed the Penal 
ties of the State loſe half their Force, for 
want of thoſe of the Church: For no- 
thing adds more to the Terror of the 
former, than thoſe Proſpects of Miſery 
beyond them, which Men are touch'd 
with a more immediate Senſe and Ap 

rehenfion of by the Inforcement of the 
tter. When the Execution here is con- 
ceiv'd to be but Preliminary, and Ex- 
communication opens a Viſto to a Scene 
of Terrors beyond: This damps and 


ckens a Libertine Impetuoſity, ſets 


Reaſon upon its Legs, and even melts 
down Obduration. On the other hand; 
the Belief of the Church's Veracity a- 


ſuaſion of the Divine Rapfration of Ec- 
an Unavoid- 


bates 
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bates in Proportion to her Remiſsneſs in 
the Point of Authority. And thus the 
very Sinews of Regularity and Duty are 
cut ; all Religious Reftraints upon Hu- 
man Actions wear off apace; and Vehe- 
mence of . fed with Hopes of 
Impunity, ſets the World in a Flame. 
\nd this, without purſuing the Argu- 
ent further, is enough to let the Rea- 
ger ſee how much the Publick unavoid- 
bly ſuffers by the Declenſion of the Ec- |, 
leſiaſtical Regimen, and how much the 
Revival of it would conduce towards 
Bringing the World to Rights. 
To thoſe Cauſes that have now fallen 
inder Meditation, I might add many o- 
bers, particularly theſe very Common 
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pd nes, Reading of Books to ſatisfy an idle uri- 
p- /, and not ſincerely to inform the Judgment; 
12 Ve People's Diſcouraging the Endeavonrs 


others, who dare venture further than 
Peinſelves in aſſerting Truth; Excuſing our 
vn Share in Publick Crimes, by objecting 
* thoſe that charge us with them their Pri- 


ſets ate Faults and N. / carriages; Ignorant 


elts Perſons pretending to talk and judge of 
ad; ters they are abſolutely unacquainted 
a-; and a long Et cetera. But where 
tes Nie Conſtitution of the Patient is fo 


wretch- 
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wretchedly vitiated and ſhatter*d, where 
the firſt: Diſorder has been ſo Prolifick, 
and bred ſuch a Cluſter of Evils; a 
perfect Cure is hardly to be expected 
from one Preſcription. I ſhould: be 

lad to ſee all the Faults mended 1 
ve already complain'd of, and à 
Doſe of a few Pages work as it ſhould 
do. If the Wounds were well cleans'd 
and ſcour?d they would heal of them- 
ſelves. If a true Reformation of Man- 
ners were begun, eſpecially in ſome 
Parts of the World, *tis probable *rwould 
go on apace. When ſome Men were 
once well reclaim'd upon Principle, o- 
thers would grow better, if *rwere bur 
for the 3 on't, and others for the 
Faſhion. Iis true, Mode and Humour 
are falſe Ground for Conſcience andi 
Honour to tread upon: But however 
*twould be for the Benefit of Mankind. 
if thoſe Men, who will not Practſce Vir 
tue, would but Act it. The Rights of 
Princes, and 'the Peace and Weltare of 
Publick Bodies, would be in a great mea 
ſure ſecur'd this m_ = 
I am ſure, as for Ourſelves of thi 
Nation, we have all the reaſon. in th 
World to think very ill of * ta 
| 1Ccratci 


n 

ſeratch off the Paint that has beed Tro- 
weld on fo thick, and to confeſs the 
Blackneſs of thoſe Crimes that, in the 


L 

| Mouths of ſome Men, have been fo 
e Wong dignify'd as the Glories of Great- 
1 WBritain. Let us believe, at laſt, that cun- 
a Wing Schemes of Iniquity deſerve to be 
14 {Weſpis'd, and that *tis not in the Power 


f a deſigning Head to be always ſer- 


n-Miceable to a naughty Heart. I am glad 
in- find ſo many Books and Pamphlets, 
merit againſt one another, agreeing in 
oldie Objection of an Infatuation. Many 
ere the Writers, no doubt, had reaſon to 


; ink it Pertinent enough. But, if I 
pu not miſtaken, this is not even yet 


the much the Nation's Puniſhment, as to 
nou its Excuſe. Like ſome Blind Men, 

and have the Reliques of Sight, and are 
vevei able to diſcern a Path; which per- 
kind we {hall hardly be, if the Cataract 
e ViiſWeads a little further. The Judg- 
.hts Onts of God are over-ſpreading the 
re Me of the Earth. And if we fairly 


pare our Provocations with thoſe of 
other Parts of the World that groan. 
er more of them than we, *twill be 
ly poſſible for us to continue Inſen- 
of His ſpecial Mercy and Lenity to 
us, 


med 


FE 


TIT 
us, in vouchſafeing fo long a Term of 

Recollection, or to entertain any Hopes 

of eſcaping. the Remainder of Wrath 
_ if we make no better Uſe than hitherto 
of ſuch tender Mitigations and Suſpen- 
ſions of it. By what {low Approache 
does the Deſtroying Angel advance to- 
wards us? The Men of Niniveh will 
riſe up in Judgment againſt us; for the) 
had no more than Forty Days Warn 


l 

ing, and immediately repented at th 
Preaching of a ſingle Prophet: But Golf 
haas been pleas'd to vouchſafe us a long 
Er Reſpir, and to let our DeſtruC 008 
begin its Threats at a greater Diſtance 
and we have defeated all the Admonit 
ons, Importunities, Arguments and Dt 

- nunciations, not only of Prophets, bt 
of Apoſtles, of the Church Trumphas 
as well as Militant, of the Son of G0 
hin | 

I foreſee ſuch ſerious Repreſentatio 

of our ravities and Follies as th 
will meet with a colder Reception 
the World, than either the nt 
Schemes and Projects of the Politicia 
or the Airy Satyrs and Paſquils of t 
Wits. But both theſe had receiv'd 
Encouragement, and kept more _ 
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Bounds, if half the Reams of Paper 
they have taken up had been filPd with 
very explicit and appoſite Rebukes and 
Expoſtulations. For Wit and Subtilty, 
without Prudente, and againſt Princi- 
le, dare not ſtand an Afault from ſo- 
bes and impartial Reaſon ; which, like 
the Poet's Man of CharaQter and Au- 
thority, EIT arp 


* 


—=regit dictis animos, & pectora mulcet. 
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